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11 our friends woho favor us with manuacripts for
publication wish to hare rejected ariicles returned, ihey
Mmusl in all cages rend stamps for that purpoae,

I'lag and Canal. \

The ratification of the Colombian
treaty will be the next to the last step
toward the practical realization of one
of the finest of national ideals, an Ameri-
ean canal connecting the two oceans
by the best route,

The last step but one. Colombia has
yet to ratify the treaty. This fact
should be kept in mind to-day by those
who believe honestly, and in some cases
with good reason, that there are pro-
visions of the treaty as negotiated which

vrhlch m far to comm for cvlh
inseparable from their occupation.

It must be admitted even by the stout-
est advocates of this bill that the Justices
of Special Sessions speak with the au-
thority of large and particular knowl-
edge of the subject, and they agree with
Mr. LINDsAY. Accordingly, they have
united in a protest against the measure.
“If the bill is passed,” says Justice
MAYER, * a great deal of hwd.hlp will
bo imposed on the honest poor,” for it

“ robs the Magistrate of all judgment
and compels him by set rules to lock up
a child, irrespective of extenuating oir-
cumstances or surrounding conditions.”
Justice OLMSTED, who is presiding in
the Children's Court, says that the bill
ignores * the complex condition in this
city, by reason of which the case of each
child is different from that of every
other.”

The committee of philanthropists who
are pushing the measure have sent out a
ciroular in which are printed photographs
of sleeping newsboys huddled up at
night in outdoor places or in cellars.
The inference is that the poor urchins
have nowhere else to sleep and are com-
pelled to endure an experiemce which
appeals to general sympathy; but, actu-
ally, the hardship is not foroed on them.
If they have not homes of their own to
which they can go, there are lodging
houses in which they can sleep, especially

might be bettered by amendment.

The treaty that gives us the canal must |
be written in a form not only acceptable |
to us, but tolerable also in the view of |
the other contracting Government. !

Let no difference of opinion over non- |
easentials endanger the main object of
the nation’s desire, an American cnm.l
by way of Panama, begun at once.

The glory of voting into existence |
under the American flag the greatest !
engineering enterprise of history, the
future highway of the world's com- |
merce, the new link between our own
East and West in peace and in war,
should belong to neither political party.
Democrats and Republicans should alike
be able for all time to claim the canal,
as they alike can claim the flag.

Therefore remember the flag, and
speed the spade!

The Crase to Tax.

An instructive instance of a noticeable
tendeéncy of the times is afforded by its
outoropping in Pennsylvania, described
by the Wilkes-Barre Daily News:

“ The bill to tax coal four mills on the dollar of
value has made 118 appenrance in the Legialature.
It ls estimated that If it becomes & law It will add
to the reveaues of the State about $750.000 an.
nually.

* Coal men say that the proposed legislation does
mot really comcern them. The publio, they say,
Wil pay the bill. Should the measure become &
law they will, they say, increase ihe price of coal
correspondiagly.”

To raise thore money for public ex-
penditures is the absorbing purpose of
numerous statesmen. The search for
something to tax is furious, and discovery
is supposed to make the finder's political
fortune.

If & tax is & * revenue produocer,” it is
hailled as a measure of public benefit
which to resist is to serve private inter-
ests as against the State. The * revenue-
producing * official, the financial expert
in office who can suggest plausible means
for increasing the State's income, is a
master in political economy, at least
in his own estimation.

This impulseto increase taxation every-
where is full of danger. There can be no
trouble, we presume, about taxing coal
in Pennsylvania. Millions may be raised
thereby, instead of *he modest three-
quarters of a milllon expected from the
bill described by our Wilkes-Barre con-
temporary. But just as surely as this
tax is impoeed, just as surely will the
price of coal be raised, and, as inevitably
again, the increase of price will be a
burden and a check upon industry the
land over,

The enormous and often successful
pressure for higher wages now being
felt is bound to clip off some of the fringe
of industry, where business on a minor
tcale has been able to live under the
oconditions that exist. Confidence and
sctivity cannot fail to be Iimpaired
throughout the entire industrial world,
and if the laboring men think that vic-
tory all along the line in their movement
for better pay will help the wage-earning
world they make a grave and pitiable
mistake. But if, in addition to the hasty
demands of labor, there is to be an in-
oreass in Ktate extravagance and in the
welght and spread of taxation, the ef-
fecta will be doubly unfortunate.

Light tazation and industrial euter-
prise free of cuercion or oppression are
prosperity's indispeusalile comnpanions.

Newshoys and Thelr Temptations.

We print to-day a letier from & woman
whose leudabile interest in the weilare
of the newsboys leads Lor 1o 1ake lssue
with some remarks recontly made by
ub i opposition 1o 8 bill for the restric-
o and regulation of their business,
which has boos butroduoed e the Lag:
wiature ot Albany
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| often inveterate gamblers, ready to sac-

! in order to gratify their love for chanoe.

averted comes rather from idleness.

provided for children by the abundant
philanthropy of the city, and they
would be well able to pay the trifling
cost if they did not pnfer to waste their
earnings at * craps " or in tossing pen-
nies. Besides, the little adventurers pre-
fer to camp out.

The trouble with them is not that
| they mre outcasts, but that they are so

rifice a bed at night, or even a meal,

Is this a habit which comes to them be-
cause of their street employment? If
80, as Justice WYATT remarks, as a re-
sult of his experience in the Children's
Court, they are sufficiently protected
against the evil by the present law, if
its provisions are carried out.
Moroonr. are not other boys ad-
dicted to “ craps " and to the same ex-
tent, when they can get the pennies?
The circular sent out by the advocates
of the bill quotes the president of the
New Jersey Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children as saying that
* over 30 per cent. of the atreet newsboys
and bootblacks become inmates of our
penal institutions.” Do the records of
our Children’s Court present any indi-
cation that newsboys are more likely
to fall into crime than boys who do not
work on the streets? The testimony
of the Justices of that courtseems to im-
ply otherwise. Their judgment seems
to be that their work is beneficial to
the newsboys and that the danger to be

It is & question of fact, which must
be settled authoritatively before an in-
telligent judgment can be formed.

The Cuban Treaty and the House.

Our neighbor the Tribune makes the
following explanation of its objection
to amending the Cuban Reciprocity
treaty with the ocondition: “ This treaty
shall not take effect until the same shall
have been approved by the Congress,”
that is, by tariff legislation in which the
House shall participate:

* The Tridune's views concerning the amendment
of the Cubaam treaty are quite mistaken by Tmm
SUW I 1t supposts that We deny the necessity of
action by the House before the treaty ls put into
operstion. We bave, on the contrary, steadily
maintalned that & reciprocity treaty, like atreaty
guarantesing payment of momey, Was Dot self.
exeouting, but was merely a bargain pledging the
falth of the Government, which could only be re-
deemed after appropriste legislative action to
chasge \he taniff laws, Just as o the other case It
must be followed by an appropristien of money
before the promised pay mesi could be made.”

No, THR BUN has not supposed that the
T'ridune could possibly overlook the broad
and obvious principle so clearly stated by
JEFFERSON when he said:

* We sonceive the Constitutional doetrine 1o be
that the President and Senate have the general
power of making (resties, yoi. whes ihey include |
in & treaty matier conOded by the Consuitution
te the three branches of the Legislature an act of |
legisiation will be Becessary to conbrm ihese
articles.”

JErrEnsoN used the word * confirm.*
The proposed amondment of the Cuban
treaty uses the word * approve,” follow- |
ing the language of the recent Dingley
aot, in the section suthorizing the kieou-
tive 14 negotiate certain reciprocity ar-
rangoments subject to subsequent legis-
lation by Congress. The Tribune objects
to the word * approve, * apparently hold.
ing that ite use implies the (dea that the
House |8 part of the treat y -tnaking power ;
for our neighbor says:

T Hthe amendi et ) Beems 16 807 Lhat Lhe Lreaty

lqutbnomru ﬁbcq.hn-
much as the teriff changes to be made
by those proposed treaties were oon-
templated in advance by a general law,
while the changes now

different changes and are h.unnhd
by “ the original treaty-making power.”
The principle is exactly the same in both
instances. Without the approval of
the Congress, that is to say, of the House,
the treaty-making power ls certainly even
less able to make or change a tariff
when it acta of itsa own motion than when
it is acting under general directions or
instructions contained in previous law.

0dd Work for Police Matrons.

Several correspondents have recently
communicated to THE SUN their com-
plaints about the harshness and op-
preasion, if not the brutality and in-
decency, of arrests of female prisoners,
a notable case being the incarceration
of three Syrian girls charged with tech-
nical violation of a minor corporation
ordinance. These charges follow im-
mediately the so-called “ new de-
parture” initiated by Police Commis-
sioner GREENE and make opportune a
statement of their cause.

Prior to the year 1892 all arrests in
New York were made by police officers.
The custody of the prisoners arrested,
& distressingly large number of them be-
ing women and girls, was intrusted to
male doormen. The perils, even inde-
cency, attending this ocustom, led to a
demand, carried forward by societies
of women in this city, for the substitu-
tion of police matrons for doormen in
charge of female prisoners. Experience
Jjustified the change. In all modern penal
institutions female prisoners under sen-
tence are in charge of female attendants,
and the impropriety of those merely
* charged * with crime and awaiting a
court hearing being in the oustody of
men was self-evident.

Many of the girls and womem in
domestio service in New York, many
working girls, factory hands and even
store employees, are strangers to the
language of the city; and many women,
in increasingly large numbers, are sub-
ject to ailments, the medical remedies
for which tend, at times, to make them
hysterical or even irresponsible.

The change, indicated as desirable
by every humane consideration, was
resisted by many of those then in charge
of the police administration, and a
vigorous effort was required to secure
the establishment of the present system
whereby women and girls arrested in
New York are held only in those police
stations to which matrons are regularly
attached. There are two matrons in
each of these stations. They are paid
$1,000 a year and their sole duty is to
watch and safeguard female prisoners.
They, and not the doormen, search the
prisoners for deadly weapons, means of
self-degtruction, or evidences of crime.

With the advent of Commissioner
GREENE there was a “ new departure *
in the nature of the services of police
matrons. To the evident neglect of
the other duties which legally devolve
upon them, some matrons have been
employed “to get evidence,” as the
process is described, and for that pur-
pose they have been sent into saloons,
poolrooms, gambling houses and places
of more evil repute, to purchase drinks
at unlawful hours, to' place bets on
horse races in violation of the statute
as to gambling, and to do these things
with money furnished by the city. As
a result of this “ new departure " police
matrons have been absent from their
posts of proper duty at periods when,
under Police Department rules, they
are required to be at the station houses;
and as a natural, indeed inevitable,
consequence of the disregard of the
Matron law, the ill treatment of female
prisoners has again cropped out.

Preparations for the Great
Durbar.

* The American mind runs naturally
to committees when  great men fall,*
wrote Mr. JOHN HAY some forty odd
vears ago. In Boston, next October,
great men are going to fall by the rank,
platoon, company. Then the Homour-
able Artillery Company of London, car-
rying firearms by kind permission of the
Great and General Court of Massachu-
setta, is to be the guest of honor at the
Gireat Wet Durbar to be given by the

Wet

the fire-water in the world since 1638,
This Durbar is to be the most memorable
event in the history of war and thirst
since the Ancients, gallantly led by Col.
Hexny WaLker, invaded London, in-
timidated the Beeloatars, went to & gar-
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as CrLuopATRA'S galley, pass under the
are | spontoon bridge over the moat of Fort
Yon. or m Parker, warp up to
and begin another dayand night
otoolum consultation and compotation.
Our Boston despatches give us a little
glimpee of the fruity work now going on
in sub-cellars which the sub-committees

E

sand diners will sit in five thousand
chairs, specially made of seasoned oak.

The grandiose proportions of an Anclent |

maks it difficult for him to be comforta-
ble in less than from two to six ordinary
The new chairs are of five timee

usual width, and furnished with racks
and padiocks Co keep the passengers

, say the despatches, * will
be painted nd the royal color of Great
Britain, with crossed cannon and the coat |
arms of the Massachusetts Company
mblazoned on their backs.” Red may
be the royal color of Great Britain; but
* painted red * is a phrase invented by
or first applied to the heroic warriors of

® o
=

Wae cannot but pity those devoted men,
the London Honourables, who are coming
to the slaughter. * The diners will sit
at round tables, two visitors to every nine
members of the local Company.” What
ascore! § to 2, and those nine Ancients,
Can emblazoned coats of arms turn the
thoughts of those lost Londoners from
the desperate tournament to which they
have rashly engaged themselves? Will
they go back at all? If they do, they will
wear highly and permanently emblaz-
oned coats of stomachs.

Some Albany Bills.

The constant scattering of glass about
the streets for animals and children to
out their feet with gives force to the
Sherry bill forbidding the careless dis~
tribution of samples of medioine.

In this period of increasing prices the
Ulrioh bill requiring all city paving to
be done by day's work and by resident
citizens only must be called a measure
to increase the city's expenses for no
additional return.

The Bailey bill to imprison third-time
offenders among automobilists is too
savage. Sporting enthusiasm is too
keen, methods of deteoting exocessive
spoed are too uncertain, and, in many
instances, the harm done is too near
nil to justify the imprisonment of auto-
mobilists for every offence beyond the
second one.

The McEwan bill to diminish the checks
which still remain upon the Fiscal Super-
visor in making contracts for charities
supplies is another step in Governor
OpELL'S policy to centralize the charity
powers in his own hands. It is not com-
mendable.

The Prince bill requiring all tenement
house manufactured goods to be stamped
as such puts at once the question: How
many workers will the Prince bill drive
out of business?

The New Defender.

The Reliance, for that name was given
to her last night, has been seen enough by
experts for a general idea of her charac-
ter to be obtained. Hazy as her body
still remains, the essential points of it
seem olear enough to predict victory,
although we know and rejoice that the
builders of Shamrock Y1I. are buoyed
up with no little confidence.

We wave a salute to Mr. CROWNIN-
SHIELD and his backer, Mr. Lawson of
Boston, when we say that the Reliance
is an improved Independence; that is,
while her overhang has been somewhat
sharpened to enable her to cut the water
when it falls upon it, instead of pounding
it like the Independence, the immense
length over all—probably greater than
the Independence’s 140 feet 105 inches
~will let her fly through the water when
hooled with the comparative ease of a
sculler's shell.

What we think we know of the form
points to a spread of canvas of bewilder-
ing size. Happily, the latest reporta
about Shamrock 11I. indicate that her
sails, also, have grown bigger than
Shamrock 11.'s; so that the trial between
the two rivals for the Cup will be the
more conclusive and satisfactory in re-
spect (o lines.

On 0 lishon - Poston Pudg~

pitching wbon-benvyouulus |

| in the Regular army, and
! retired a8 & . The othars left the
army at the of the war.

In the matter of the of
French Bishops, the form of aocknowl-
’odmt of the fons is * Excel-
lentissimus Presidens Lowbet

between France and the Vatican.
be an interesting contest, but before
preseat Government of Franoce it is
likely that the Vatican will bow,

The ocelebration of the birthday of

PaTRIOX promises to be un\amny
orate to-day. Mayor Low, it ls reported,
will take a hand in the affair, and
that the French Ambassador,
|un.wﬂlnmd the banquet at
| 500's and present to the Friendly
8t. Patrick a magnificent Sévres
gift of the French Government,
for the banquet given by the societ
French Mission in Washington on
of the inauguration of the statue to Rocra
BRAU,

Glory to the shamrock!
many thousand hats, and may all true
Oelts rejoice at the thought that to-day, at
least, there is only one ocounty in Ireland,
the County Innisfael!
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Newsboys and Other Beys.

To Tax EDITOR OF THR EUN—~Sir: Granted
that to-day “the little newsboy whe brings
home to his mother §0 cents or a dollar every
night {s an important bread winner for the
family," as is claimed by TuE SUN In An edl-
torial of March 13; what of to-morrow?

There are at least 5,000 newsboys In Greater
Neéw York. The propossd lIaw with reference
to these children limits the age to 10, not to
13, as stated in T Sux. Kuppose bétween
the ages of 10 and 18, when thess lads usually
ocease to be newsboys, they bring home an
aggrerate of $3,000 every night—an éntirely
improbable amount—how have they been
fitted to go on earning for the support of
thetr families? ‘lhoy have necessarily had
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The Hea With One Chiek.

To Tre Epitor or Tun BuN—Sir: None of
the letters upon “race suicide” touches the
vital condition which interests philosophers
and deep students upon this extremely grave
subject,

Grant Allen, a scholar and a writer of inter-
national fame. a recognized authority upon
this important subject, sald, in a statement
published several years ago, that such are
the vicissitudes of the human family, through
sicknens, pestilence, wars, &o., and such i
the larze number of children who die in in.
fancy that every woman that is born on the
whole earth must r four ch dm for the
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This must refer to & cock -and bull story
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ANTHRACITE FOR %00 YEARS.
Prof. Walcott Denles That He Said It Would
Be Exhausted in Sixty Years.
Wasmivoron, March 16.—Pro. Charles
Waloott, Director of the Geologioal
lnmy to-day denied the truth of the
statement recently attributed to him that
anthracite ooal supply of this country
be exhasusted In sixty years. He

“The output for mx.' he says, “was
§7,5%7918 tons. T this as the annual
rate, the mines would be exhausted about
the year 3208, or 800 years from the present
date. The annual output when there are
no strikes is, however, constantly increas-
ing, and taking this important feature
into consideration, the mines will be ex-
hausted at a much earlier date. In the ten
years from 1800 to 1000 the output has in-
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RARE BOOK ABOUT NEW YORK.

First Printed In English Abeut the City
—~foid Here for O3S,

At an auction of books in the rooms of
hnm’. yesterday afternoon, a 0opy
of ‘s “Brief Description of New
York," the first book in English about
New York, was sold for $625. The work
was bought by a dealer, under the name
*Spalding,® for a retired business man of
this city who is a collector of Ameriéana. No
oopy of this book has been sold at auction
the United States in twelve years, and
the book 00 urdy comes into the market
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MARKSMANSHIP COMMENDED.

The President Expresses Approbation for
the Work of the Aslatie Fleet.

WASHINGTON, March 16.—President Roose-
veit's interest in naval affairs has led
him to direct the Navy Department to
send a commendatory ettet (o Rear
Admiral Robley D. Evans, commanding
the Asiatio fleet, in regard to some fine
work done at target practice by men under
his command. The letter waas written
to-day by Chatles H. Darling. acting Secre-
tary of the Navy. It follows:

By direction of the President, the Depart-

ment desires to express jte mobnﬂon nf the
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ARCHBISHOP FARLEY RETURNS.
Win Pontificate at the Cathedral Mam
To-da) and Review St. Patrick’s Parade.

Archb Farley, accompanied by his
secrotary, Father Hays, returned yoster-
day from Atlantie City, where the Arch-
bishop has been spending a week in abeo-
Jute rest.

Mgr. Farley will pontificate at the solemn
military h mass which will ba oele-
brated at Cathedral this morning in
honor of 84. Pawrick, the Cathedral's patron
saint. The other officers of the mass will
be Vicar-Gieneral Mooney and all of the
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Of Laying M Atross the Sidewalk on
Atiantic Avenue, Brookiyn.

The Pennsylvania Rallroad Company's
attempt to lay a spur from the Atlantie
avenue tracks of the Long Island Railroad
at Rudolph Reimer's ooal yard, Van Sicklen
avenue, East New York, was oppossd by
m owners, led by the Rev. Father

pastor of 8t. Malachy's Roman
Qatholie Church.

The spur is designed to cross the side-
walk in front of property owned by Miss
Mary MoGuire, a sister of the priest and
a sister of Eleotions Commissioner John
MoGuire, inumnuon of the intention
onhouurocdpoopb.n alleged, had been

ﬂvcn to the owners,
On Sunday morning & %g of men be-
.wdlcuptho street. @ tracks were
to the ourb and preparations were bein
made to zr‘?' them across the -ldewuf
hto yard when Father MoGuire

lnmponn to a summons from his

police were called to tho ald of the
pon owncnandtho work was etopped

ni of police, ro .
forou( g:d;n w Ot or oltlll-
m.hmrn.

Ymmv momin r Eleotions Commis-
sioner Modulro upplod for an injunotion

r-u\lnln J from laving the
wk hf. ouon. ranted, was not
up to a late hour

tand both
sides were still watching. e !
VERMONT FARMS LACK MEN.

Reom for Thousands of Real Lahorers ia
New England.

Jaocob A. Riis has asked TaE S8UN to pub.
lish the following letter from a Vermont
farmer who is unable to secure enough
help to cultivate his farm properly, while
at the same time men are on the verge of
starvation for lack of work in places nota

hundred miles off:
NEVWRHAY " \ t., Marchs

Gl'

MY DEan Sin: As | r-u% a‘ pn r- of
the famine Swoden an in
that many o oplo muht tn -om.
way fin u'wlr wny nto this part of New

England, where there is no lack of food, but
hero thers is a great Iack of reliable dairy
AVe a4 sm dairy farm of
u and yet | am sure that the
would have been eno h

rm
Ia- than 100 &
lon for lack o
g support a nmul family in comfort
t ore no way by which | oan get a -lngn

an for farm work? CAD USe A mMAan who
u no}now e of our language, providad
be o ohuamr nd aAnxious to learn

'r ousan no th o ¢an flad p manent

Englar ‘if

homes in N ew nl and, with A :oo ohanes
for & home of their own in the future. As
to character, wa need just what you would
need wera you to g0 to the country to manag»
arm-—men who are able and
ginds of rough vork summer
kind to horees nn cattla; fres

And fari'y avd aubitious to
Save twod 18 very great, as
hno n o I work about one hun-
red hours every woo for the ;n{
Can you help me in any w.;
sinoerely,

SEE AROUT STREET PREACHING.

Methodists te Send a Committee te the
Mayor—May Affeot Dewie.

The Methodist preachers of this eity
decided yesterday to send a committes 1o
see Mayor Low about proposed changes

in the ordinance regarding lioenres for
lsm-et preaching. Miss Helen F. Clark,
who represents the Foreigners' Mission
Bociety, desires a more liberal law and
has -ppllod to ministerial societies to help
her Her work §s among the foreign-
wxl'nz

m pé?:lu of this city. It was

m lson g t% the
r. F. orth
thou(ht thoy vould roodn unnvonble
attention from that body. He said that the
mm ordinance, wh

it imposes some
ships, ia not foally wrong, and
lnterpmuon rather than
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§100,000 MORE FOR TROOP C.

New Armery Wil Re Fitepreef—Second
Naval Dattalien Gets 860,000 Mere.
The Armory Board authorized yesterdav

the sxpenditure of a further sum of $100,000

for the new armory for Troop C In Brook-

Iyn. The appropriation already passed

was $400,000, but with the additional money

a fireproof bullding can be erected.

A protest waa signed by several arohi-
ainst the award of the Becond

tects a
Naval talion Armory Brooklyn to
desi ‘«33"'" 'pl with Mﬂtt:.
not com -
Homm:apmhllv as to t’ho area for the drill
hall. The proiest was placed on file. In-
stead of the $250,000 oﬂ‘?ully set aside for
the «:’mr\mlo&of this IM‘;‘.%N;{':
decid erday to l'pwd "
exira amount s for (he fireproofing of the

bullding.
STRUCK SUPERIOR OFFICER.

Capt. Kane Says It Was Assauit: Fireman
Stripp Calls It an Aeccident.

Capt. Thomas F. Kune of Engine Com-
pany 11, with headquarters in East Houston
streot, appeared yestorday in the Faser
Market police court 1o prosecute Firemar
John Stripp of his comumand, whose arres
he caused BSunday night on a charge of
assault

The captain declared that when he gave

orders (o Sripp the latter struck hum U
the | aoe it not hart him muoh  Stripy
admitted hitting his mprr\or offioer, by
thu tho 0w was an 18l one
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